ritical digest 


Phe We Weekly That Keeps You Trformod of the Curront Broadway Critical Scone 
Ne Y.Openings This Week 


Peter Pan-Imperial, 4/24/50, Peter Lewrence and ReLeStevens revival of James 
Berrie's classic has music end lyrics by Leonard Bernstein. Jean Arthur plays title 
role, Boris Karloff is co-stsrred. Directed by John Burrell. 


A Phoenix Too Frequent and Freight-Fulton, 4/26/50, Two plays by Christopher 
Fry and Kenneth White, respectively, First features Nina Foch, Richard Derr and 
Vicki Cummings. Second includes Dots Johnson, Maxwell Glanville and Glen Gordon, 
Both directed by John O'Shaughnessy, produced by Steven Scheuer and Bernard Carson, 


Tickets Please-Coronet, 4/27/50. Grace and Paul Hartman revue, produced by 
Arthur Klein, staged by Mervyn Nelson. Huge cast includes in addition to Hartmans, 
Lyn Duddy, Patricia Bright. Tommy Wonder, Roger Price and Jack. Albertson, - 


Magazine Reviewers Look At the New Shows 


The Wisteria Trees-Martin Beck, 3/29/50. Three con reports and one so-so can 
be added to the roster of Joshua Logan's version of Chekhov's "The Cherry Orchard". 
Clurman, New Republic, expressed an utter lack of feeling toward the play which never 
comes to lifes Helen Hayes, he thinks, is badly miscast, while the other players 
cannot do anythinge Fault is that play is a memory of 4 momory of a memory. George 
Jean Nathan considered it e denatured version of the Russian classic in which Hayes 
Overplays her roles Brown, SRL, lays the bleme on Logan's concept of theatre. He 
suggests the author-director should have followed the edvice he received from 
Stanislavski in 1931 of not trying to duplicate anything in the theatre. The trick 
is to create, not to copys “Krutch, Nation, thinks that as long 4s Chekhov had to bo 
rewritten, though he can*"t understand why it was, the Logan production is a creditable 
jobe The cast receives high praise from the critic for fulfilling difficult 


With A 4/12/50 Irving Kayo Devis plans to run wife Elsa 
Shelley's new play in spite of the unanimous notices panning it. Trade paper critics 
celled show a flop, blaming writing and directing of Shelley. Critics of Time, News- 
week, Cue, New Yorker agrecd show could easily win title of "Worst Plsy of Year". 
Time critic thought play performed a minor miracle: after starting at rock bottom, it 
went steadily downhill. Morehouse, World tae and San, —_ if show continues 
his namo is. "Daniel Frohman" » 


Shows That. Closed 


Cry of tho Peacock=-Mensficld, 4/11/50-4/12/50. . Cecil Robson's adaptation of 
Joan Anoulih’s French play was reviewed for the record by the weekly critics, though 
the play with Oscar Karlweis, Raymond Lovell and Lili Darvas closed aftor two perfor- 
mances. Several attacked Robson translation and oxpressed sympathy for the actors 
ontrappede Gibbs, New Yorker, thinks pley displayod a rethor surprising vitality to 
last as long as it did. 


Nows & Notos 


Ward Morchouso, WT&S, received a pet raccoon from his friends to replace his 
lion cub which diced. ‘Animal is kept: on the roof of the Algonquin HotelessRosamund 
Gilder, former editor of Thoatre Arts, won a Guggenhcim Foundation Award, dhe is 
planning a history of the modern American Thoatres Boris Aronson, stage designer, 
won ewerd to study experimental stage lighting..-Harry Murdock, former Chicago critic 
who subbed this season on the Philadelphia Inquirer during Edwin Schless’ absence 


will do publicity for Robin Hood Doll. 
1950 by TeM.Krous, Editor 505 Fifth Avenue, NeYel? $10 Yearly 
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* Tho Groen Room Department * 


PREVIEW BY NaTH/ANeeesdvance rave for Christopher Fry's a Phocnix Too Frcegucnt was 
filed by Goorgo Joan. Nathan. In very un-Nathan-like prose he laudod the proli- 
fic British playwright. os the best dramatic writer alivo today. But ho warned 
that the acting in the Broadway production had better be good, Watts, Post, al- 
so scomed anxious about the play, but in < much calmer tonc, 


IDFA OF THE WEEK..5A boerd of. thoatre experts to sérecn hopelcss ‘theatre abortions 
was proposed by Shoeffery Baglos The critic expleincd that his plon would not 
ber plays for whet they havc to says but only for the way thoy say it. 


HOW TO GET TICKETS.eeInstcad of paying scalpers rates to sec the top shows, Lee Tracy» 
WOR Theatrical Poge, suggested his listeners should contact Baby Milk Fund, B*Nai 
Bfrith and Demon’ Runyon Fund to secure tickets to. their bencfitse 


BROADWAY IN DIXIBeeeThough John Mason Brown wosn’t lecturing in his home town in 
South Carolina, Morchousc, WT&S, did find an active interest in the theatre whore 
cver he wente Recordings of Tho Cocktail Party, Miss Libcrty and South Pecific 
filled living rooms, after dinncre- Versions of the "Third Man" themc wero heard 
everywhere in the South, | ited 


‘ Interview Round Up * 


LUNT & FONTANNEss eLunts. arc a week tour next season in. I Know My Lovee 
Morchousc found them getting ready for their two cer, 36 trunk caraven, After 
the tour. they will _pley in Londone Then they hope to present a scason of —, 
tory in New Yorke thats Medoa. 


iLEC GUINNESSeseThe ster of The Cocktail Porty spoke frankly to Winsten, Post, about 
his role in the Inglish movic "A Run For Your Moncy"’. He hed promised one more 
film to the Rank group beforo he could to the play. A8 @ 
result. he he did tho film in bed 26 


YOUNG PRODUCERS eSt oven “Scheuor and Carson, young of Phoonix Is 
Too Frequent, shocked Rico, Post, when he discovered thet the total of their 
Agos (both are 22) is juet four ycars more than his own ogce Hawkins, WT&S, and 
Ricc agrocd that thoy wore oxuberent mon of the theatro, who in spite of thoir 
youth are fully quelified for their Brondway dcbutse 


FRWIN PISC..uTOReee"With the Drametic Workshop celcbrating its tenth anniversary, Pol- 
lock, Compass, would like to seo its director give some of his time to the pro- 
fcssional stagce Only when he is allowed to. improviso, creatc and discover will 
“the american theatre know. the 


Betty Grable, Bob Hopes Junc allyson: end dozens of. othcrs have riddon 
on the Merman good luck star, Sobol, Journol amorican, rcflectcd. Musicians and 
chorus girls dream of the day thcy will be picked fora show with the girl who 
has never had a flop show. 


RUTH CHATTERTONeceictross turncd novclists hopes to continuc writing’ novels, she cone 
fided to. WNBC Mary. Mergarct ‘McBridc, "Homeward Borne” (Simon Schistcr) start- 
.out to be @ plays She has. dono some translating work, but fecls thot is “heck 

writing", The beeuty of ‘writing ovor — is thet in the former the job is 
done once the book 


. . 


* Poesy Division *. 


Code for Theatre Reviews 


Though dreme reviewers 

Have definite leanings 

Toward symbols and codes 

I*ve deciphered their ngeaningss 


"Wholesome" means nobody's living in sin. 

"Racy" means blunt little words are left in. 
"Pleasant" means safe for the parson and kiddies, 
"Queint" means it treats of a bunch of old biddies. 
“Significant” points out the world's erring ways. 
“Artistic” implies it will close in two days. 
“Psychologicai” promises passion and vice, 

And "Hilarious" means you will smile once or twice. 


--Ethel Barnett De Vito (New Yorker) 


Broadway 


Lucky Sam McCarver, Sidney Howard play shown on Broadway in 1925, was revived 
for the final presentation of the first Equity Community Theatre season. Atkinson, 
Timesg Garland, Journal American and Watts, Post, agreed that.the play remained 
sharp, ‘notable and int eresting a’ quarter century later. . Though they all found the 
production interesting, they didn*t think the cast got the full worth from the power- 
ful script..sGarland admitted, after viewing the Players Group presentation of The 
Dybbuk' that he understands the Yiddish classic less each time he sees it, Pollock, 
Compass, praised the ambitious production and the painsteking performances of the show 
done in‘ English...Original play, Stacy Hull's And So They Perish, was credited as be- 
ing in the best tradition of the little theatre by Pihodna, Herald Tribune, after 
witnessing the first showing by Hudson Guild Theatre. Play concerns growing pains of 
@ mariners’ union, 


to NYC Criticism At A Glence 


Shows are reted as to how the critics liked them, not if they think they will be 
hites ™So-So' medns the critic did not state directly if he recommended the show for 
an entertaining or stimuleting evening. Photostats of reviews may be obtained at 25 
cents each to subseribers, 50 cents each to others. 


2e NY Horald Tribune 12. Women’s Wear Daily 22¢ Commonweal 

NY Nows _ 130 Daily Worker 230 Cue. 

4, NY Mirror 14. Wall Street Journal 24.2. ChreScieMonitor 
NY Compass (Star, 15» Journal of Commerce 25, GSat.Review Lit. 
Ge NY Post George Jean Nathan. - Newsweek 

Te NY Sin (Moreliouse) 17s Morning Telegraph . 27» Time 

Se NY Journal American 18. Varicty 28. Nation 

9e NY World Telegram & Sun Billboard New Republic 
10. Brooklyn Fagle 20. Theatre Arts 30. New Yorker . 


Arms_an Girl-46th Street Theatre, 2/2/50. Pros 


Z 3-2 24-30 


| 
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Ag You Like It-Cort, 1/26/50. Prot 3-4=6=7=9-10-11-12-16-17-18+19-20-22-26-29. 
Cons So-Sos 5<8-14-28, 


Gaesar and Cleopatra-Netional, 12/21/49» Pros 26 votese Cont 5-813. 9 


Clutterbuck-Biltmore, 12/3/49. Proe 325962798 00-2192 3-27-30. 
Gone So-Sot 


The Cocktail Party-Miller, 1/2/50. Prot 1-8 
23-24=26-27928, Cont So-Sok 16-30, 


Come Backy Little Sheba-Boothy 2/15/50. 
2326-290 Cont 2=4-7-12=274 S0-S50b 36-30. 


The Consul-Barrymore, 3/15/50. Pros 25 votcse Cont 22. So-S08 6-29 Noncs 20-21, 

Death of a Selesman-Morosco, 2/10/49. Pros 28 votes. Cons 29 So-Soe 27+ 
‘Detective Story-Hudson, 3/23/4396 Prot 

The Devil’s Disciple=Royale, 2/21/50. Pros 
Cont 30> 


Gentlemen Profer Blondeg-Ziegfold, Pros votcss Sane 


| To Bo Alive-Wintor Pros Cons 


The Happy Timc+Plymouth, 1/24/50. Pros, 20 vot Cons 
I Know My Love-Bhubcrt, 11/1/49; Proe 21 votes. Cont 
Tho Innocent g-Playhousey 2/1/50. Pros 24 votes Cont ‘Nonce 21. 
“Kiss Mc Kato-Century, 12/31/48. Pro 28 votcse Cont 29. Nonct 28. 


Lost In §tars-Music Box, 10/30/49e Prot 


23-26. Cont So-Sot 4-27. 
-The of the 1/5/5066 Pro Pros 25 votcss Cons 16. So0-Soe 


Mistor Roborts-Alvin, ‘2/13/48, Pros 24 votes. Cont 21-24. forsee 


26-30. So=Sot 23. 27. 


Toxas Lit 1 Derlin' “Hel linger, 32/25 Pros 


The Welvot Grove-Golden, 12/26/49. Pros 15 votcs, Cont 
So-$0% 1=6=7=29. Nonce 13-25, 


Chericy?-St. Jamce, 10/1/48, “Prot 16 votcss Cont 
25*26- 4-274 Nonce 28, 


The Wietcrie Frogs Martin’ Bock, 3/29/50. Pron 


Cont 18. 


With A Silk Thrcad-Lyccum, 4/13/50. Cont 


